
 I am so excited to 
share the January 

“Good Thing” with 
our WMS parents. 

If you don’t know 
about our “Good 

Things” please 
take time to ask 

your child. It is 

truly something for 
us to celebrate and 

with this, here is 
the WMS January 

Good Thing. Last 
Tuesday evening, I 

was fortunate 
enough to cele-

brate our first 
evening Assembly 

of Excellence with 
over 230 families 

in our cafeteria. 
These families 

were personally in-

vited to the school 
because of accom-

plishments of their 

middle school 
student. Awards 

were given for 
many things that 

night including 
academic excel-

lence, academic 
growth and per-

fect attendance. 

We even gave 
away three I-

Pads that night 
to students 

whose names 
were drawn from 

all who had per-
fect attendance. 

I was so sur-
prised to see so 

many faces and 
enjoyed the 

standing room 
only crowd, even 

if it was really 

hot in the room. 
With such a 

great turnout, I 

am looking for-

ward to the 
evening end of 

year Assembly of 
Excellence. As I 

think about 
those plans I will 

promise to you a 
larger venue so 

we can be more 
comfortable as 

we celebrate the 

best “Good 
Things” of all, 

your children. 
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The Alaska Native Science and Engineering Program continues to grow at WMS.  
Wasilla had 10 students selected for ANSEP this year, and there were only 45 

total kids selected!!! That is an increase of 6 students from last year who will get 
the fantastic opportunity to attend the Academy later this year.  Congratulations 
to the following students: Danica Almon, Gavynn Carle ,Caleb Docherty, Shea 
Hale, Orion Kutney, Alliyah Nay, Jacob Nelson- Kainer, Haley Soares, Rylee 

Sorensen, and Kayla Taylor .       



Colorado. There he worked at the Keystone Ski Resort  and tried to ski every day.  

It was in Colorado he met his wife of 24 years, Stephanie.  They have a beautiful 

daughter named Ana who attends University of Alaska. In 1995 Mr. Cass received a 

Bachelor’s Degree from UAA in 1995 and has been teaching ever since. He spent 

three years teaching in the village of Nunapitchuk which is near Bethel.  The rest of 

the time he has taught here in the Mat-Su Valley with a majority of the time at 

WMS.  He is passionate about teaching math and is currently seeking his Master’s 

A long time ago, in a galaxy (North Dakota, actually) far, far  
away. . .Brian Christopher Beaudry was born. He grew up as 

most boys did in those days, on a steady diet of Sesame 
Street and riding bikes.  He was the oldest of four children, 

which meant he rarely had a hand-me-down shirt or pants 
but also meant he had to babysit always!  This could have 

made him crazy, but instead, once he realized he could con-
trol his younger siblings with rewards and punishments, he 

began to enjoy his task – a skillset that likely put him on the 

path to becoming a teacher. 
 

During high school he was active in football, basketball, 
track, golf, baseball, and student government and continued playing baseball 

through college at Minot State University where he majored in English Education.  
He got his first teaching job at Service High School in Anchorage, teaching every-

thing from ninth grade English to Advanced Composition. He, along with his wife, 
got the idea to move to Alaska from his dad who thought it might be a great ad-

venture to live there for a year or two. Brian is now at the tail end of his thirteenth 
year teaching in Alaska and still loving it. He has since enjoyed watching his two 

children grow, learned to play the bass guitar, earned his master's degree, and 
shot a moose.   

 
He enjoys teaching sixth grade at WMS, the people he gets to work with, and the 

coffee pot in the front office.  

Chris Cass, a beloved 

6th grade math teach-

er, was born and raised 

in Nebraska. He earned 

an AA degree in Busi-

ness Admin from Ne-

braska and moved to 

 

Teacher Spotlights Continue on Page 4 with Mrs. Mack 



 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

February 19th – National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 

will be administered to a selected amount of 8th grade students.  A letter 

will be sent out shortly with more information.  If you have questions, 

please contact Mrs. Nelson (counselor).  

 

Mrs. Nelson Mrs. Taylor 

 

 

 

 

United Way of Anchorage, Alaska Dental Action 

Coalition, Alaska State Dental Hygienists’ Associa-

tion, Alaska Dental Society, University of Alaska 

Anchorage Dental Programs 

These agencies  are joining together to provide 

three days of free dental care to individuals who are 

on a limited budget and have NO dental insur-

ance.  Patients will be treated on March 26th ,4-8pm 

Thursday evening (children only) , Friday March 27 

and Saturday, March 28, 2015 from 8:00am - 

4:00pm.  The services will be limited to exams, ra-

diographs, cleanings, sealants, amalgam restorations 

and composite restorations. Extractions will be on a 

“simple extraction” basis per the dentist’s discre-

tion. All patients for this free clinic must register on 

this website to be seen at the event: http://

dentaldays.doattend.com/  

Free Dental Exams Offered 

Winterfest, WMS’  annual read-

ing incentive program, is in full 

swing. Students continue to read 

and take AR test to earn special 

activities. The next deadline to 

complete two AR test with 80%

or better, is Thursday, February 

5th. Students who meet this 

deadline will enjoy a trip to the 

ice rink on Wednesday, February 

11th. The next prize will be a 

game time on campus with 

Xbox, Rock Band, ping pong and 

other offerings.  Students also 

earn 10 merits per book read to 

spend in the Brave Cave each 

Thursday. 

http://dentaldays.doattend.com/
http://dentaldays.doattend.com/


WMS News: Latest Edition 

I was born in in a small farm town called Caribou in Maine and moved to 
rural Alaska when I was three years old, with my parents and brother.  My 

parents were both teachers and my brother is also a teacher in Anchorage. 

I attended Mt. Edgecume High School in Sitka, Alaska; a unique public 
boarding school which accepts students from all over Alaska.  My favorite 
subject was English of course!  I had known since I was little that I wanted 

to be a teacher, but I decided in high school, after working with Mrs. McCrossin that I wanted to teach high school too. 
In high school I was an incredibly active member of our Peer Helpers, Future Teachers of 

Alaska and our Student Council 

After high school I attended Sheldon Jackson College, also located in Sitka.  I gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts, with a degree in Language Arts and a certificate in Secondary 
Education While in college I didn’t join any clubs, but I worked part-time at our school library 

and gym during the school year and at the Boys and Girls Club in Anchorage every summer. 

I taught for 6 years in rural Alaska (Scammon Bay and Pilot Station) before moving 
here to Wasilla with my family.  My husband, Tom, grew up in rural Alaska too.  We met in 
Anchorage and got married in Las Vegas! My son, Bradley, is in the sixth grade and attends 
WMS.  My daughter, HanaH, is in the third grade and attends Knik Elementary.  We all love 
living in Wasilla and I adore teaching at Wasilla Middle School.  I find the students here to be 

interesting, creative, humorous, open to new experiences and eager to learn.  

Mrs. Mack 



Important Upcoming Events 

February 5             District Battle of the Books 

February 6            WMS Spelling Bee 

February 11        Winterfest: Ice Skating  

February 15-16     Parent Teacher Conferences 
  

February 19  NAEP Testing for 8th graders 

 

February 28  MSBSD Solo Ensemble  

   Contest  

 

March 2  Winterfest: Game Time 
 
March 4  Spring Pictures 
 

March 5  3rd Quarter Ends 

March 9-13  Spring Break 

March 17               Last day Winterfest testing 

March 30-  AMP Testing (state testing) 

April 30 

April 10  Book Theme Cake Contest 

April 17                 Skype with Author  

   Jennifer Neilsen 

The library is a busy hub during 

3rd quarter with research projects 

happening at each grade level, 

along with taking AR test for  the 

school wide Winterfest program. 

February brings Blind Date with a 

Book to the library. This annual 

event allows students to select a 

wrapped book based only on size, 

AR reading level and genre. It’s a 

fun way to introduce readers to a 

different types of books. For more 

information about the program, 

checkout the WMS News video. 

In April WMS celebrates National 

Library Month. Each Friday of the 

month there will be special events 

including, the Book Theme Cake 

Decorating Contest and a virtual 

visit with bestselling author,  

February 16 & 17 

Jennifer A. Neilsen. 


